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Council Rock School District 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Newtown, Pennsylvania 

Thursday, December 4, 2014 

 

MINUTES- Public Meeting of Board of Directors (Reorganizational Meeting) 

  

I.  Call to Order- Mrs. Wendi Thomas, President, presided over the public monthly meeting of the Council Rock 

Board of School Directors.  She convened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. at the Chancellor Center, 30 N. Chancellor 

Street, Newtown, PA.  The meeting was recorded by the Council Rock School District broadcast and “live” in all 

five municipalities.  The following individuals were present: 

 

School Board: Mrs. Wendi Thomas, President 

Mr. Andy Block, Vice President 

Mr. Richard Abramson, Esquire (arrived 8:00 p.m.) 

Mrs. Denise Brooks 

Mr. Mark Byelich 

Dr. Bill Foster 

Mr. Jerold Grupp 

Mrs. Kyle McKessy 

Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton 

 

Mark J. Klein, Esquire, Superintendent 

Donna Heverly, Board Secretary, Pro-Tem 

Derek J. Reid, Esquire, Solicitor 

 

Staff: Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 

Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 

Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 

Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board Treasurer 

Ms. M. Christine Trioli, Director of Human Resources 

Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 

Mr. Doug Taylor, Supervisor of Operations 

 

Approximately 25 people in attendance. 

II.  Routine Actions 

 

A. Pledge of Allegiance  

 

B. Roll Call 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Secretary Heverly called the roll call and it was reported all active board 

members were present with the exception of Mr. Abramson who arrived 8:00 p.m.  

 

C. Student Advisory Board – CRHS South – Mr. Funk  

Mr. Funk introduced the Student Advisory Board as follows: 

 

Class of 2015 

Class of 2016 

Class of 2017 

Class of 2018 

Jarett Rovner 

Jack Wheatley 

Phylicia Wilkov 

Hannah Devlin 

http://bdocs2.crsd.org/super/Memos/2013-2014_School_Year/SAB_Schedule_2013-14.pdf
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MBIT 

Sloan School 

Viktoriya Manasyan 

Jennifer Little  

 

 

  

Each student provided a report of grade level activities.  Some activities discussed consisted of holiday projects, 

fundraising events, sports recaps, MBIT’s open house on January 2, 2015, the annual winter ball on November 22, 

2014, the winter concert on December 17, 2014, the Orchestra and Vocal Ensemble visiting the White House, 

recognition of veterans on Veterans Day, the Sloan School and the Achieve Program visiting the Reflection Garden 

for 911, Constitution Center, and the Robert Dembowski Memorial.  

 

 

D.  Superintendent’s Report 

 

Mr. Klein introduced Mrs. Suzanne Wray, Vice President and Mrs. Allison MacGahan, Co-Board President of the 

Council Rock Education Foundation. Mrs. Wray introduced Mr. Chuck Raudenbush, of Waste Management, who 

presented a check for $3,000.00 to the Council Rock Education Foundation in support for innovative learning 

programs. This is part of a Pennsylvania Education Improvement Tax Credit Program that provides tax credits to 

any company that contributes to an educational program such as the Education Foundation. Council Rock 

Education Foundation has invested over $110,000 over the last 7 years. 

 

Mrs. Wray also commented on the current fundraiser. The teacher recognition program is currently offered for the 

holidays where students and parents have the opportunity to honor a teacher.  A student designed card is sent to the 

teacher with a personalized message from the donor. Please visit the website for further information 

www.creducationfoundation.org. 

 

Mr. Klein spoke in honor of Mr. Mike Donovan, who was instrumental in researching and recognizing those who 

attended Council Rock and lost their lives in combat. His efforts continued by designing a display located in the 

Chancellor Center for those in honor. Mr. Klein introduced State Representative Steve Santarsiero and local 

veterans to recognize Mr. Donovan.  Mr. Santarsiero spoke about Mr. Donovan and the work he has done for the 

community.  He continued to say as a previous history teacher, big events and great people made the history books. 

This evening provided the opportunity to honor someone from our community who has taken the sacrifice and 

experience of people from our community, some who have served in World War II and other conflicts, and placed 

names, faces, and history to each of those stories. Mr. Donovan created local history to the children and the 

community.  Mr. Santarsiero presented, on behalf of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, a citation and flag of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in honor of Mr. Donovan.  He requested the American Legion accept the honor on 

Mr. Donovan’s behalf. The Newtown American Legion accepted the award stating Mr. Donovan has been a 

member of the American Legion for 65 years.  He is known for marching in parades, continuously researching, and 

involved in the community.  Mrs. Josephine Helmuth, from the Sloan School, also spoke stating Mr. Donovan 

made an impression and was always gracious while visiting with the students attending Sloan School.  

 

Mr. Klein continued his report announcing the North High School Winter concert will take place on December 16
th

 

and the South High School concert will take place on December 17
th

. 

 

Mr. Klein also wanted to recognize two previous board members in the audience, Dr. Anagnostakos and Mrs. 

Heenan, thanking them for attending and their previous service to Council Rock. 

 

Mr. Klein also recognized Judge Donald Nasshorn, who passed away this week, wishing his family well and 

offering deep condolences.  
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E.  Public Comment  

Nancy Carroll-Newtown Borough- Spoke about the good and bad.  One of the good points is the honor to work on 

three projects with Mr. Donovan.  The first project was working with the Legacy Committee where a Newtown 

Township grant was obtained to make a ten minute video on Chancellor which was sent out to potential donors. Mr. 

Donovan did countless hours of research on the building at the historical association. The work he did was a success 

because there are many plaques around the building that people donated. The second was when World War II broke 

out many students left high school in order to go to war without diplomas. Several years ago the state placed a law 

for those veterans to receive their diploma. Mr. Donovan worked on that committee and tracked down people who 

never received a diploma.  The third project is the display just down the hall at Chancellor for fallen World War II 

veterans.  His memories and his history will be passed on for many generations.  Another good point was to thank 

Mrs. Thomas in her Presidency during a difficult year at Council Rock.  She led the meetings with grace and 

patience.  The bad point are board members who did not attend the sub-committee meetings and did not do their 

work behind the scenes which was left to do for hours at a board meeting.  Mrs. Carroll preferred to vote on the 

proposals the Capital Committee proposed.   

Dr. Paul Anagnostokos-Upper Makefield- Honored as a citizen and parent of children who attended Council Rock 

and currently attend colleges. Believes the board is doing a good job and often feels the public overlooks the efforts 

and accomplishments. Dr. Anagnostokos expressed appreciation for all the board has done. Expressed the board 

members work together as best as they can to maintain the dignity of Council Rock.  Base the decisions on what is 

best for students and community.  The board has earned respect and admiration of other school districts.  He is 

concerned on the news of Mr. Klein leaving due to his knowledge and keen intellect which are essential to the 

district. Whatever decision the board makes, work together.  The board will have my family’s support. Please 

continue your exemplary work. 

Steve McGill- Holland- Reinforce everything Nancy Carroll said with emphasis. As faced with reorganization this 

evening, think about what is best for the district in terms of what your citizen’s group has given you. Use the studies 

you have and move forward. 

Jennie Schottmiller – Wrightstown- Expresses appreciation to Mr. Klein and board members who attended the 

parent forum meeting at Wrightstown.  The forum brought many people out which was a good start to the process in 

terms of what is possible to the solution in regard to Wrightstown and giving the community a voice in the matter. 

 

III.  Discussion Items 

Dr. Foster invited conversation of the role of Board President.   

Mr. Byelich inquired to Mrs. Thomas those thoughts on the role of Board President. 

Mrs. Thomas replied the role is to lead and organize school board meetings, work on the members’ ideas and 

comments on the agenda, make sure the motions of all members were heard and moved forward.  This year was 

more challenging due to the Capital Planning Process. A leader was needed in the process.  Mrs. Thomas states in 

her opinion there should have been a committee to lead and bring forth the issues following board discussion. The 

role should work with Administration and get the will of the board moving.  Board goals and capital planning were 

new this year and her role was to move the agenda forward and keep everything flowing. The role of the Vice 

President is to review the agenda and fill in for the President when absent. 

Dr. Foster communicated his thoughts by stating the role of President is to facilitate and abide over meetings 

according to school code. The President makes sure everything is sequenced and everyone receives a chance to 
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speak.  The future President should also review all board policies. 

 

IV. Organization of the Board of School Directors  

1. Election of a President Pro-Tem  

Mrs. Thomas suggested as in common practice Mr. Reid be appointed as President Pro-Tem.  Mrs. Sexton 

made the motion, seconded by Mr. Grupp with no objections from board to appoint Mr. Reid as President 

Pro-Tem.    

2. Roll Call of the Reorganized Board of School Directors 

Mr. Richard Abramson 

Mr. Andy Block 

Mrs. Denise Brooks 

Mr. Mark Byelich 

Dr. Bill Foster 

Mr. Jerold Grupp 

Mrs. Kyle McKessy 

Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton 

Mrs. Wendi Thomas 

3.  Election of a President- Mr. Reid called for nominations of President.   Mrs. Thomas moved to 

nominate Mr. Andy Block for President, Mr. Grupp seconded nomination. Mrs. Sexton moved to 

nominate Mrs. Denise Brooks, Dr. Foster seconded nomination.  Mr. Grupp motioned to close 

nominations, seconded by Mr. Block.  With no objections, Mr. Reid closed the nominations.  Roll call 

vote taken to approve the first nomination for Mr. Andy Block, 5 Ayes, 4 Nays as stated below: 

 

Ayes 

Mr. Abramson 

Mr. Block 

Mr. Grupp 

Mrs. McKessy 

Mrs. Thomas 

Nays 

Mrs. Brooks 

Mr. Byelich 

Dr. Foster 

Mrs. Sexton 

 

4. Election of a Vice-President-Mr. Reid called for nomination of Vice-President.  Mr. Grupp moved to 

nominate Mr. Richard Abramson for Vice-President, Mrs. Thomas seconded nomination. Mrs. Sexton 

voted to nominate Mrs. Denise Brooks for Vice-President, Dr. Foster seconded nomination.  Mr. 

Grupp motioned to close nomination, seconded by Mr. Block. With no objections, Mr. Reid closed the 

nominations.  Roll call vote taken to approve the first nomination for Mr. Richard Abramson, 6 Ayes, 

3 Nays as stated below: 
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Ayes 

Mr. Abramson 

Mr. Block 

 Mr. Byelich 

Mr. Grupp 

Mrs. McKessy 

Mrs. Thomas 

Nays 

Mrs. Brooks 

Dr. Foster 

Mrs. Sexton 

 

Congratulations to Mr. Andy Block, President and Mr. Richard Abramson, Vice-President of the 

Board of School Directors for Council Rock School District.  

Mr. Klein presented a plaque to Mrs. Thomas and Mr. Block for their service during the year of 

2014. 

Mrs. Thomas thanked the board and appreciated all the support she received this past year.  

Mr. Block thanked Mrs. Thomas for all that he has learned and her efforts ending in a tough year.  

He plans to continue with the goals that were started and is confident the board will continue 

together to achieve great things. 

5. Appointment of MBIT Representatives- Dr. Foster; Mr. Byelich  

6. Appointment of Pennsylvania School Boards Association Legislative Chairperson/PSBA 

Representative- Mrs. Sexton  

 7. Appointment of PSBA Employee Relations Contact 

  Discussion whether single appointment is really necessary and email contact to be determined. 

8. Approval of School Board Charters-Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mrs. Thomas, and approved 

by unanimous consent, to approve all three school board charters: Academic Committee, Facilities 

Committee, and the Finance Committee as included in the packet provided.  

 The motion was also extended and approved by unanimous consent for Administration to create a 

Charter for the Policy Committee and the Technology Committee to come back to the board in 

January for approval.  

 9. President’s Appointment of Sub-Committee Members- 

 Academic Standards- Mrs. Brooks 

 Facilities- Mrs. McKessy 

 Finance- Mr. Grupp  

 Policy – Dr. Foster  

10. Discussion of Committee Meeting Schedule- 

  Committee meetings established as set forth on the district calendar. 

 Academic Standards- Currently the third Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.  Change of 

days and times of meetings could be a possibility following the review of agenda and times 

with Mr. Block and Mr. Klein. 
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V.  Board Approvals  

    1. Approval of Council Rock School Board Solicitor for 2014-2015 School Year 

Mrs. Thomas moved, seconded by Mrs. McKessy, passing with a roll call vote of 8 Ayes, 1 Nay (Mr. 

Byelich), to approve the law firm of Eastburn and Gray, P.C. as solicitor for Council Rock School District 

for the 2014-2015 school year. 

VI.  Board Topics 

 No Discussion 

VII.  Committee Reports 

 Academic Standards Committee: Mrs. Brooks stated the committee met this evening prior to the 

board meeting reviewing Keystone and PSSA results.  Information will be posted on the website. 

 Facilities Committee:  Mrs. McKessy stated items discussed at the last meeting were voted on at 

the following meeting. 

 Finance Committee:  Dr. Foster stated discussion from the previous meeting was on transportation 

and the preliminary budget.  Mr. Grupp commented next month the board will be agreeing to Act 

1 limits or filing papers to seek exceptions. 

 A decision was made to cancel the next Facilities and Finance committee meetings due to the light 

agenda around the holidays. 

 MBIT:  Dr. Foster commented there is no current news since the last meeting. 

 BCIU:  Mrs. Sexton also commented there is no current news since the last meeting. 

 

VIII.   Public Comment  

Steve McGill-Holland- It would be a suggestion, in reference to the Technology Committee, to consider a 

permanent agenda item for each of the three standard committees. A particular technology priority can be a focus 

that would facilitate Academics, Facilities or Finance.  Another item of suggestion would be the committee meetings 

be videotaped, and all videotapes be edited so you can find certain items easier. 

Joanne Hinton, Richboro- Prefers how the committee meetings are run without being on camera and part of process.  

Hopes meetings stay user friendly for community.  Technology Committee should be a formal process particularly 

inside of classroom which is critical.  Thanked outgoing officers and welcomes incoming officers. 

Nancy Carroll- Newtown Borough- Biggest problem in district is Technology.  Money is not being spent on 

technology and the budget is small.  We are lucky to live in a community where parents and PTO’s donate to pay for 

devices, even for access points.  Technology is sorely lacking and needs attention.  It crosses many paths in 

academics, facilities and finances.  We have wonderful things by innovative teachers which should be spread district 

wide.  Academic Standards has impressive ideas that should be shared at the meetings in public for the community 

to see.  Biggest responsibility of board is policy although it is difficult to get someone to volunteer. Offered thanks 

for those board members who did volunteer.  
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Jennie Schottmiller – Wrightstown - Finds Mr. McGill’s thoughts on indexing meetings great idea due to the 

difficulty of trying to find something in a particular agenda item.  Reiterate as what Mrs. Thomas stated, committees 

such as the Capital Planning are important and needed. Committees are formed at other school districts, such as 

redistricting. Finds best board practice is going through a particular process to review and evaluate.  The discussion 

after the fact will document lessons learned which can be used in the future.   

Keven Campbell- Upper Makefield- Watched last board meeting and feels the numbers are too high. Listened to 

information regarding moving the Network Operations Center and believes numbers are identical to the Sol 

Feinstone renovations.  Understands the fact of trying to condense things, but not at a price tag.  Extended 

congratulations to Mr. Block and thanked Mrs. Thomas for her hard work during this past year. Feels much time 

was spent on the topics of capital planning but the biggest part is hearing the community.  The community needs to 

be heard as we go down the road. Challenges any numbers provided by professional services. There is a need to go 

back to review the numbers and space planning. The first price tag is never the best and to keep reviewing and 

challenging. Do not accept things at face value. There are big decisions to make.  It should be at a value for the 

community and the students.  Looks forward to working with everyone in the future.   

IX.  Board Comment  

Mr. Grupp- Commented on Mr. McGills’ suggestion of indexing the videos.  The videos were recently changed to 

YouTube for the ability to quickly view the past meetings.  Indexing the videos would be a matter of assigning 

someone to the task.   

Mr. Abramson- Stated the fact that we do have chair persons and do not appoint committee members because 

anyone can come and attend the meetings.  Board members do come to the committee meetings. Noted to come to 

support the North High School Orchestra and Choir on December 16, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. which is free of charge. 

 

 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna Heverly, Secretary Pro-Tem 

Council Rock Board of School Directors 

 

 


